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from an object in the visual field, through the cornea, a little
to the nasal side of its center of curvature, to the fovea cen-

tralis. When the sight is directed to a far view the axes of the
two eyes are parallel But during accommodation for near
vision, when the eyes converge, the axes meet at a point in the
object at which we look. This is called the fixation -point.

When, as a result of unbalanced action of the ocular muscles,
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Fig. 13-29   Showing the eyeball in its bony socket (orbital cavity) and
the ocular muscles.
the visual axes do not bear the normal relationship to one an-
other; they may be converged too acutely (" cross eyes ") or not
enough, or they may diverge. The condition is known as
strabismus or squint.
The eyelid is raised by a muscle attached to the upper bony
wall of the eye socket and inserted into the skin and dense con-
nective tissue of the upper lid. It consists of a smooth muscle
and a voluntary muscle component. The former is supplied
by sympathetic nerve fibers, the latter by a branch of the oculo-
motor (third cranial) nerve. The muscle is called the Icvator
palpebrae superiors (elevator of the upper lid). The lids are
closed by a sphincter-like muscle known as the orbicularis oculi.
The fibers of this muscle are arranged in circles and sweep